pring has come, giving me yet another season-related opening for an Interregnum @
editorial. ©

I neglected to explain the new mailing labels in the last issue; overwork is a
poor excuse, but it’s all I can offer. In any case, here’s the story about the labels.

Each mailing label lists the amount of money left in the recipient’s account on the lower right-hand corner,
bracketed and in small type like so: [$29.95]

The listed amount is up-to-date with one exception: the price of postage for that issue itself. The labels are
printed before the issues are collated and mailed (obviously), and I don’t know beforehand how much the
postage will be.

Negative amounts are listed with a minus sign in front of them. Accounts that have gone negative will
eventually stop receiving IR. However, it would pain me greatly to lose any contributor or reader, and so [
hope that the occasion will never rise. I’ll mail an additional issue or two at least before closing an account.
The account will then have to be raised to a positive amount before receiving new issues of IR.

If I am (reluctantly) about to stop mailing issues to an address, a ® will appear on the mailing label. @

Some mailing labels have no amount listed on them; these are either gift subscriptions, trades, or
complementary issues.

Lucky Topic #13

The topic for Interregnum #13 is Plot Hooks. Actually, the topic isn’t plot hooks in general; instead, I'd
@ like each contributor to write about an interesting plot hook that they’ve seen or created. A simple write-up
would be fine. We’ll discuss the general fopic of plot hooks in some future issue.

Interregnum Awards?

If I remember correctly, it was during a conversation with long-standing IR contributor Virgil Greene that
the idea of Interregnum awards came up. It’s a fascinating idea: a chance to recognize the best (and worst?) in
the science fiction and gaming fields. It’s true that there’s no shortage of SF awards. However, almost all of
these are for new works. 1’d like a chance to recognize some of the great books and supplements of the past,
stuff that many younger readers (and some older ones) may not know about.

Not that new works wouldn’t be eligible too. Any number of categories are possible. SF TV...fantasy
novel...stupidest line of dialogue...best and worst special effects...best and worst episode of your favorite
SFTV show...best RPG supplement...there are a lot of possibilities. Why not write and suggest some?

Interregnum On Campus

Not long ago I had the opportunity to show copies of the Sampler to some college students. They were
quite enthusiastic, and took several to pass around. That reminded me that I’d planned to distribute copies of
IR at colleges and universities. Ideally that could be done through student RPG organizations. If anyone knows
of an appropriate organization for any school, I’d appreciate it if you’d drop me a line and tell me about it. @

And that should pretty much cover it for this issue. See you all next time!

—>Pete


Conversion Note
This is the editorial page from Interregnum #12, a roleplaying and science fiction Amateur Publishing Association (APA, or collection of zines by different authors). This issue was originally published in April 1995. 

Other zines from Interregnum and its predecessor, The Wild Hunt, can be found in the Zines section of http://www.maranci.net/rq.htm, along with other roleplaying material. I'm Peter Maranci; I was the editor/publisher of Interregnum from issues #1 - #26, after which I passed the reins over to Kiralee McCauley. Interregnum ceased publication in 2002.

I can be reached these days at pmaranci@gmail.com (and I love getting email, except from spammers). You can find many more zines, both from Interregnum and The Wild Hunt, at http://www.maranci.net/r&r.htm .

Conversion Note
This is a scanned PDF. I'd have preferred to output the file directly to Acrobat, which would allow you to search the text (and search engines to index it); unfortunately that just wasn't possible.

You see, the desk-top publishing program (Publish-It! 4.0 for Windows) that I used back then is more than ten years out of date.  No newer versions are available.

If I try to output directly to Adobe Acrobat, the program crashes. So I have to print out hard copies, and then manually scan them in. I guess I'm lucky that the files open at all; I can even do some limited editing. But since I have to scan the zines, that means the text isn't searchable.

There are other complications; the computer that's hooked up to a scanner is different (in fact, it's in a different STATE!) from the one that has Adobe Acrobat installed, which is the program that I use to make these annotations (and annotating these old documents is half the fun for me, even though I don't know if anyone *reads* them). Still, I can't complain; I'm just glad to have saved this stuff!

pmaran01
I'm not sure if this is obvious, but APAs had an odd way of handling subscriptions. People sent in money, whatever amount they chose; this established an account in their name. As issues were mailed to them, they were charged a set amount for the issue, and the actual cost of the postage to mail it to them. 

I didn't handle the accounts terribly well. If an account went negative, I generally let it slide. I'd let the person know that their account was negative, but if they didn't actually cancel it I simply kept sending them issues and let the negative numbers build up. Once it got to -$40 or so, though, I sometimes cancelled - with the assumption that the money was lost.

One or two people got very angry about this. They felt that I'd forced a debt on them. But I never insisted on collecting from anyone. Unfortunately this put the APA as a whole in the red, and when I passed the reins off to Kiralee McCauley and Joe Teller, they had to deal with that - something I regret very much, as the situation wasn't their fault.

pmaran01
Each issue of Interregnum (and most APAs, I believe) had a topic. Selecting the topic was one of my priveleges as the editor. Contributors didn't HAVE to addres that topic in their zines, but they usually did.

pmaran01
This never went anywhere. I could copy this comment and paste it in many of my editorials and zines, I'm sorry to say. :(

pmaran01
Yet another event that I don't remember AT ALL. This is disturbing. Thank goodness for my LiveJournal; now I document EVERY interesting event! It's a real aid to my memory.


